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REPERTORY SOCIETY
PLAY

Miss Bulcock’s Fine
Character Studv

Commercialisation of the mob com-
plex” of crime-curiosity, with reactlions
on a character susceptible through dis-
_giglnn.ené. is the dominant theme of

e Crime at Blossoms,” a play in
lhree acts by Mordaunt Sharp, pre-
sented by the Brisbane Repertory
Theatre Boclety in the Princess
Theatre last night,

“Blossoms” was a dellghtful Eliza-
bethan cotlage set in a village., Chris-

lopher Merrimen (Mr. Clem Chris-|

tesen) and Valerie,

his wife Misy
Mary Bulcock)

were “desperalely hard
ap." Merryman Jloathed work, and
what to do was the prohlem beset-
ting Valerie, who wanted more of life.
Here n the study of disintegra-
tion of the finer elements jn a charm-
Ing character that gave distinction to
Miss Bulcock's pllyfni.

1

There had been a double murder!
while the coltage was let. Mrs, Wood-
man (Miss Nancy Fowles), the daily
help, unconsciously sowed the seeds
of a scheme that was to bring retribu-
tion. 8he graphlcally described the
scene when she found the bodies.
“Nosey Parkers” had troubled her In
the Merrimans' absence, Why not,
thought Valerie, turn them to account
in their financial straits? The horrible
blood stain on the steps became an
asset, A “ghoulish exhibition” was
devised, but, Valerie reminded her
husband, you “can't look a gift mur-

der in the mouth.” The char-a-banc
trade boomed.

Each sinister development was
traced with skiiful, consistent touches
by Miss Bulcock, but it was [n the
dramatic speech of reconstruction of|
the crime to the many sight-seeing
parties daily that she advanced to one
of the most powerful and convincing
performances yet seen on the Bris-
bane amateur stage, The return of
the wronged h d, who was the
murderer (Mr. Willlam Willlams, to
P'n scene of the crime, and his con-
ession, brought to Valerle a sense of
the ghoulishness of the scheme. Her
dramatic strength in the development
was subtly-balanced with the poise of |

|

the early scenes.
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Mr., Onristesen played elfectively
with a natural ease. M Fowles's
line character study was well main-
lained, especially as the coadjutor of
Valerie's plan. . Robert Kelly was
atisfying as the Rev., Charles Stern.

In general effect and detall the pro-

fuction by Miss 8isley was
sdmirably worked out. The societyv's
prechestra, conducted by Mr. Erich

John, was heard acceptably,
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